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Titanfall	is	finally	out	on	the	Xbox	One	and	PC	,	and	it’s	getting	a	lot	of	good	buzz.	Unfortunately,	PC	gamers	are	noticing	that	the	size	of	the	Origin	installation	is	a	whopping	48GB.	Over	on	the	Xbox	One,	the	installation	is	only	about	20GB.	So,	why	the	disparity	in	size	—	is	it	the	high-res	textures?	A	lack	of	optimization?	No,	it’s	all	thanks	to	roughly
35GB	of	uncompressed	audio.Respawn	Entertainment’s	Richard	Baker	sat	down	with	Eurogamer,	and	explained	why	PC	gamers	are	burdened	with	the	massive	48GB	installation.	Fundamentally,	the	decision	to	stick	with	uncompressed	audio	on	the	PC	comes	down	to	sheer	processing	power.	The	game’s	minimum	CPU	requirement	is	a	2.4GHz	Intel
Core	2	Duo,	and	that	simply	isn’t	enough	horsepower	to	run	the	game	and	decompress	audio	at	the	same	time.	Baker	explains	that	even	modest	quad-core	machines	wouldn’t	have	a	problem	decompressing	the	audio	on	the	fly,	but	clearly	the	company	is	focused	on	running	on	as	many	machines	as	possible.While	it’s	nice	to	see	major	games	like
Titanfall	support	older	hardware,	it’s	absolutely	bonkers	that	people	with	higher-quality	machines	have	to	pay	the	price	for	that.	For	those	of	us	installing	our	games	on	relatively	small	solid	state	drives	for	performance	reasons,	48GB	seems	completely	outrageous.	Hopefully,	the	developers	will	see	fit	to	patch	in	a	compressed/uncompressed	toggle	in
the	installation	wizard	in	the	near	future.	That	way,	PC	gamers	could	choose	between	raw	performance	and	overall	disk	usage.Reportedly,	the	Xbox	One	download	size	of	Titanfall	is	16.39GB	while	the	PC	version	is	a	whopping	21GB.	Once	installed,	the	PC	version	expands	to	over	twice	its	original	size,	but	the	Xbox	One	remains	relatively	small.	A
21GB	download	is	much	easier	to	swallow	than	48GB,	but	it’s	still	uncomfortably	large	for	those	of	us	with	monthly	bandwidth	caps.Image	credit:	AkamaiThis	is	a	perfect	example	of	how	games	are	growing	too	fast	for	our	lackluster	internet	connections.	Akamai’s	state	of	the	internet	report	from	Q3	2013	shows	that	the	average	connection	speed	in
the	US	is	a	mere	9.8Mbps	down.	Downloading	a	21GB	game	over	an	average	connection	will	take	nearly	five	hours	to	complete.	The	global	average	is	only	3.6Mbps,	so	the	less	fortunate	among	us	will	need	upwards	of	13	hours	to	download	the	PC	version	of	Titanfall.If	it’s	faster	to	drive	to	the	local	GameStop	and	buy	a	disc,	why	even	bother	with
digital	distribution	in	the	first	place?	Games	are	growing	too	fast,	so	it	seems	we’re	stuck	with	physical	media	for	the	foreseeable	future.	Once	you	know	how	to	download	Minecraft,	you	can	join	the	fun	and	find	out	why	it's	become	the	best	selling	game	of	all	time.The	ultimate	sandbox	game	has	sold	more	than	200	million	copies	since	its	launch	in
2011	and	currently	has	over	126	million	monthly	active	users.	Its	popularity	stems	partly	from	the	way	its	ultra-creative	gameplay	is	suitable	for	all	ages,	and	for	everyone	from	casual	to	veteran	gamers	—	but	also	from	the	fact	that	it's	available	on	so	many	platforms.	Seriously,	there	are	probably	toasters	that	can	run	it.	Best	iOS	gamesThe	best
Android	gamesThe	official	website	currently	lists	17	different	platforms/operation	systems	that	can	play	the	main	version	of	Minecraft	—	and	that's	not	even	counting	spin-offs	such	as	Minecraft	Dungeons,	Minecraft	Education	and	Minecraft	Earth.In	short,	if	you	have	a	laptop,	desktop,	phone,	tablet	or	console,	there's	a	good	chance	you	can	play
Minecraft	—	once	you	know	how	to	download	it.	Read	on	for	all	the	information	you	need	to	get	started.How	to	download	Minecraft:	All	the	platforms	it's	available	onJava	EditionWindows	PCMacOSLinuxBedrock	EditionWindows	10iOSAndroidMicrosoft	Xbox	OneSony	PlayStation	4Nintendo	SwitchAmazon	FireAmazon	Fire	TVOculusOther	(standalone)
versionsMicrosoft	Xbox	360Sony	PlayStation	3Sony	PlayStation	VitaNintendo	Wii	UNintendo	3DSBefore	you	find	out	how	to	download	Minecraft,	you	need	to	know	which	version	of	the	game	you	want.There	are	two	main	versions	of	Minecraft,	commonly	known	as	the	Java	Edition	and	the	Bedrock	Edition.Minecraft	Java	Edition	is	available	on
Windows	PC,	MacOS	and	Linux	and	offers	cross-platform	play	between	those	three	operating	systems.Minecraft	Bedrock	Edition	was	previously	known	as	Pocket	Edition	and	is	available	on	Windows	10,	iOS	and	Android	devices,	Amazon	Fire	devices,	PS4,	Xbox	One	and	Nintendo	Switch	consoles	and	Oculus,	with	cross-platform	play	supported	across
all	of	those	varied	devices.Outside	of	their	cross-platform	compatibilities,	the	Java	and	Bedrock	Editions	of	Minecraft	are	increasingly	similar	these	days,	with	the	main	difference	being	the	fact	that	the	Java	Edition	supports	mods.	How	to	download	Minecraft	for	Windows	PC,	MacOS	and	Linux	(Java	Edition)Download	Minecraft	(Java	Edition)	for
Windows/MacOS/Linux:	Minecraft.net	(opens	in	new	tab)You	can	download	the	Java	Edition	of	Minecraft	from	the	official	Minecraft	website,	Minecraft.net.Note	that	there	are	minimum	hardware	requirements	to	play	Minecraft:CPU:	Intel	Core	i3-3210	3.2	GHz/	AMD	A8-7600	APU	3.1	GHz	or	equivalentGPU	(integrated):	Intel	HD	Graphics	4000	(Ivy
Bridge)	or	AMD	Radeon	R5	series	(Kaveri	line)	with	OpenGL	4.4*GPU	(discrete):	Nvidia	GeForce	400	Series	or	AMD	Radeon	HD	7000	series	with	OpenGL	4.4RAM:	4GBHDD:	1GBHow	to	download	Minecraft	for	Windows	10	(Bedrock	Edition)Download	Minecraft	for	Windows	10	(Bedrock	Edition):	Minecraft.net	(opens	in	new	tab)The	dedicated
Windows	10	version	of	Minecraft	offers	cross-platform	play	with	other	Bedrock	Edition	games	on	mobile	devices	and	consoles,	but	with	a	starting	price	of	$29.99,	it's	slightly	more	expensive	than	the	Java	version.	Again,	there	are	minimum	hardware	requirements	to	play	Minecraft	Bedrock	Edition	on	Windows	10:CPU:	Intel	Celeron	J4105	|	AMD	FX-
4100GPU:	Intel	HD	Graphics	4000	|	AMD	Radeon	R5RAM:	4GBArchitecture:	ARM,	x64,	x86OS:	Windows	10	version	14393.0	or	higher,How	to	download	Minecraft	for	iOS	and	AndroidDownload	Minecraft	for	Android:	Google	Play	(opens	in	new	tab)Download	Minecraft	for	iOS:	iOS	App	Store	(opens	in	new	tab)You	can	use	both	mobile	versions	of
Minecraft	on	tablets	as	well	as	your	mobile	devices.	Both	are	considerably	cheaper	than	on	desktop/laptop	and	offer	cross-platform	play	with	all	other	Bedrock	Editions	of	the	game,	including	the	Windows	10	version	and	some	consoles.How	to	download	Minecraft	for	PS4,	Xbox	and	Nintendo	Switch	consolesDownload	Minecraft	for	PS4:	PlayStation
Store	(opens	in	new	tab)Download	Minecraft	for	Xbox	One:	Microsoft	(opens	in	new	tab)Download	Minecraft	for	Nintendo	Switch:	Nintendo	(opens	in	new	tab)The	PS4,	Xbox	One	and	Nintendo	Switch	versions	of	Minecraft	can	all	be	downloaded	from	their	respective	stores.	All	are	cross-platform	compatible	with	all	other	Bedrock	Editions,	such	as	iOS
and	Android	devices.How	to	download	Minecraft	for	Amazon	FireDownload	Minecraft	for	Amazon	Fire	tablets:	Amazon	(opens	in	new	tab)Download	Minecraft	for	Amazon	Fire	TV:	Amazon	(opens	in	new	tab)The	mobile	version	of	Minecraft	can	be	played	on	both	Fire	tablets	and	Fire	TV	—	though	the	Fire	TV	version	is	considerably	more	expensive.
Again,	both	can	be	played	cross-platform	with	users	on	iOS,	Android	and	console	versions.Note	that	if	you	have	an	Amazon	Fire	for	Kids	tablet	and	your	child	is	using	the	Amazon	Fire	for	Kids	software,	they	won't	be	able	to	download	Minecraft	themselves.	Instead,	you'll	have	to	download	it	from	a	parent	profile	then	make	the	game	available	to	them
to	download	in	their	profile.	How	to	download	Minecraft	for	Oculus,	Microsoft	Xbox	360,	PS3,	PS	Vita,	Nintendo	Wii	U	and	Nintendo	3DSYou'll	find	links	for	how	to	download	Minecraft	for	other	consoles	and	platforms	on	Minecraft.net	(opens	in	new	tab).	What	you	can	do	in	MinecraftAs	previously	stated,	Minecraft	has	grown	exponentially	over	the
years	since	its	launch.	You	can	opt	to	explore	the	world	and	create	structures,	or	you	can	choose	Survival	and	Hardcore	modes	to	gather	resources,	fight	off	monsters,	and	eke	out	a	life	of	your	own.	This	includes	needing	to	build	a	shelter	to	keep	safe	from	monsters	at	night,	eating	food	to	stay	healthy,	and	mining	for	treasures	and	supplies	to	build
additional	items	for	survival.	You	can	also	join	others'	servers	to	join	in	on	roleplaying	games,	work	on	customizing	enormous	creations,	and	even	utilize	mods	to	make	Minecraft	feel	more	like	your	own.	There	are	some	mods	that	can	completely	change	the	way	Minecraft	plays	so	that	it	resembles	an	entirely	different	game.	It's	up	to	you.	The
possibilities	are	nearly	endless.	More:	The	best	Nintendo	Switch	gamesToday's	best	iphone	12	deals	Video	games,	on	the	PC	platform,	are	already	available	at	low	prices.	However,	there	are	many	websites	that	offer	PC	games	for	free.	Listed	below	are	some	of	the	best	sites	to	download	free	PC	games.	Before	you	download	a	bunch	of	games,	you	may
want	to	check	out	our	guides	on	how	to	optimize	Windows	10	for	gaming	and	how	to	manage	a	huge	catalog	of	games	on	your	PC.	Also,	if	you’re	a	big	PC	gamer,	you’re	going	to	want	to	check	out	Humble	Trove.	Lastly,	if	you	have	an	older	PC,	you	can	read	our	guide	on	how	to	make	sure	games	play	smoothly.	1.	GoG	(Good	Old	Games)	GoG,	owned	by
the	same	studio	behind	the	Witcher	games,	is	dedicated	to	preserving	classic	video	games	from	yesteryear.	Every	game	for	sale	on	GoG	has	been	modified	to	run	on	modern	computers	and	operating	systems.	GoG	has	one	of	the	best	systems	in	place	for	restoring	old	titles,	usually	done	with	the	help	of	the	original	developers	or	current	licence
holders.		While	most	games	sold	on	GoG	are	pretty	cheap	to	begin	with,	you’ll	find	some	real	gems	under	the	“free”	and	“new	free	games”	categories.	All	GoG	games	are	completely	devoid	of	copy	protection.	You	don’t	have	to	use	the	GoG	Galaxy	client	to	manage	or	play	your	games.	You	can	download	them	as	self-contained	installers	and	make	your
own	backups.	2.	Epic	Games	Store	Epic	Games	is	the	company	responsible	for	the	Unreal	game	engine	as	well	as	massive	free-to-play	hit	Fortnite.	They	also	run	a	digital	PC	game	storefront	known	as	the	Epic	Games	Store.	You’ll	have	to	download	their	software	to	access	your	game	library.		However,	Epic	gives	away	at	least	one	game	every	week,
which	will	require	you	to	open	an	account	in	order	to	claim	the	free	game.	The	idea	is	to	get	customers	in	the	door,	hoping	they’ll	spend	real	money	without	being	obligated	to	do	so.	3.	Steam	The	largest	digital	PC	gaming	storefront	on	this	list	is	Steam,	but	people	forget	that	it	also	hosts	just	about	every	free	PC	game	worth	playing.	You	get	all	of	the
benefits	of	Steam	as	well,	such	as	cloud	saves,	achievements	and	automatic	updates.		If	you’re	a	PC	gamer,	you	probably	already	have	Steam	installed	on	your	computer.	So	head	to	the	Steam	Store	and	click	on	the	“Free	to	Play”	category.	This	lists	both	games	that	are	free-to-play	or	simply	free	in	the	true	sense.	The	difference	being	that	free-to-play
games	usually	offer	in-app	purchases	which	add	cosmetic	items	or	make	it	easier	to	progress	in	the	game.		4.	Abandonia	Abandonia	is	possibly	the	best-known	abandonware	site	on	the	web.	“Abandonware”	is	software	that	doesn’t	have	an	owner	or	company	to	enforce	copyright	protection.	So	technically,	the	software	is	still	under	copyright	and
downloading	it	would	be	copyright	infringement.	However,	since	no	one	is	around	to	enforce	the	licence,	the	software	is	effectively	free.	Downloading	PC	games	from	Abandonia	might	be	illegal	per	the	local	laws	so	if	you	aren’t	sure	check	whether	you’re	in	the	clear.	This	would	involve	searching	for	your	copyright	laws	with	regards	to	abandonware.
A	good	place	to	start	is	by	searching	for	your	country’s	name	and	the	words	“abandonware	laws”.	Abandonia’s	staff	has	become	adept	at	quickly	removing	any	titles	that	regain	a	license	holder.		The	site	preserves	video	games	and	you’ll	find	plenty	to	entertain	you	here.	5.	Itch.io	The	PC	has	been	and	remains	the	true	home	of	Indie	video	games	–	
titles	developed	by	independent,	small	teams	of	developers	or	even	individuals.		Unlike	consoles,	you	don’t	need	special	development	kits	to	make	PC	games,	hence	the	quirkiest	and	most	innovative	indie	games	are	still	found	on	the	PC.	Itch.io	is	quite	possibly	the	most	famous	site	when	it	comes	to	indie	PC	games.	Indie	developers	can	sell	their
games	directly	on	this	site,	but	you’ll	also	find	many	free	games	here.	You	can	also	send	money	to	a	developer	for	a	free	game	to	show	appreciation	retroactively.	It’s	also	an	excellent	place	to	find	games	for	Linux	and	macOS	systems.	6.	Acid	Play	Acid	Play	is	another	site	that	offers	some	truly	quirky	and	rare	titles	for	free.	For	example,	you’ll	find	PC
clones	of	games	like	Super	Mario,	Street	Fighter	2,	and	older	games	that	were	quite	famous	in	their	time.		Some	of	the	titles	here	may	not	work	on	modern	computers,	but	you	can	always	set	up	a	virtual	machine	running	Windows	XP	or	use	compatibility	tweaks	if	you	really	want	to	experience	some	of	these	dated,	yet	historically	significant	games.
Zero-budget	Gaming	FTW	Between	these	six	sources	of	free	PC	games,	you	should	be	able	to	play	for	many	hours	without	having	to	pay.	While	malware	from	the	sites	listed	here	is	improbable,	please	run	a	virus	scan	on	any	executable	files	you	download	directly	to	your	computer.		Which	are	your	favorite	sites	to	find	and	download	free	PC	games?	If
you’re	looking	for	specific	free	games	to	play,	check	out	our	recommendations	for	the	best	free	PC	games.
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